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MEMORAKDUM FOR THE DIRKCTOR
SUBJECT: The North Vietnamese "Offensive” in
French-Speaking Africe

1. The Cammmist regime of North Viet Ham (DRY)
has sent to Africa some mJjor exploratory missions since

the spring of 1960 1in order to recamnoiter the Possibils-
ties of achieving wide diplometic recognition in the
newly independent countries of that continent, The DRV
has evidently concluded that the French-speaking nations
offer s particularly ioviting target for exchanges which
would balp to enbance North Viet Nem's status in the
non-Compunist world. Their kmowliedge of the French
language 1s an important asset for this purpose. In
addition the Horth Viet Nem's Trecent emergence from
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2. Borth Viet Nem estadlished a diplometic mission in
Guines 1in 1959 and in Mald esrly in 1961. Recent DRV explor-
atory probings indicete that North Viet Han's imspediate
sbjective -- to secure wider recognition and diplomtic
exchanges as expeditiocusly as possible -~ may not be very '
AifPicult to attain., France, which ftself maintains a
diplomtic representative at Hanoi, probebly would not
interpose strong objections against DRV relations with the
former Prench colonies in Afriea. However, DRV Forelgn
Minister Ung Van Khiem, who led s sizeadle daiegation to
Africa in Merch-April 1961, met with indifferent success
in his initial efforts to secure recognition. Foreign
Minister Ung was received in very few of the former French
African states and menaged to sxtract s promise of diplo-
matic exchanges only from Morocco and a rather indefintite
expression of interest from Tunisle and Senegal.

3. Yor the present, the greatest potential for DRV
influence is confined to Ouinea and Mail. The leaders of
beth nations have dipsgread viclently with Prance in the
yecent past and have proved highly receptive to ald offers
aud other connections with the Communist Bloc. The DRV
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concluded several cultwrel and trade payments sgrecments with
Guines earlier this yemr, as well as a cultural arrangement.
with Mali promising the latter needed temchers, lawyers, and
doctors. However, the sbility of North Viet Hem to make any
meaningful contribution to these two African atates is quite
restricted. After s well publieized visit to the DRV by
Sekou Toure im 1960 and the existence of diplamatic ties for
more than a year, the DRV Embassy at Conskry consists of only
three officlals., These officials have not established very
close or effective relstions with the Guinesns. Moreover,
Guinsan President Sekou Toure, as well as Modibo Keits of
Mali, are quite aware of the limited resources of Morth Viet
Ham azd slmost certainly lock directly to Moscow, Pregus, and
other mejor Bloc suppliers vhen in quest of Communist sssistance.

b. Despite these pegligible beginnings, the DRV probably
will beve more success in the not too distant future in
securing acceptance andl recognition emong not only French-
speaking, but other newly independent African states as well.
The DRV mskes noc pmteat against concurrent recognitiom of
South Viet Nam, and ypresent indications are that Saigon has
become reconciled to the inevitability of shering diplometic
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honors with Ho Chi Minh in Africe. For their part, the
wilk of comservative Africen lesdlers, upder moumting
pressure by local redicel natismalists to edopt neutralist
foreign policies, will find recognitiom of the DRV an
attreetive means of demonstyating their neutrality in the
Cold Var.

$. Despite the advastage of the common use of the
French language, the DEV has only limited capebilities
for estending ecomomic, technieal, culturel, or other
types of assistance to former French comtrolled African
states. Moreover, whille North Viet Nem can trade on its
reputation as the champion of anti-Fremch eolenialism in
Asia, most of the erstuhile French African territories
mintain relatively harmonious relations with Frence and
4o not feel themselves in need of identification with
the DHV.

¥OR THE BOARD OF NATICHAL ESTIMATES:

SEEMMAN KEXT
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